Texas inmate (Hughes Unit

Additional comments: The reason this is being sent late is because they held
this mail. | just received this on 4/17/20. The prison don’t want y’all to know how poor
we are being treated. They got us locked down and won'’t let us call our families.
Everyone is getting sick in here. Running fevers. Coughing. And they don’t know what
to do. Pray for us prisoners that can’t keep healthy due to the close living quarters.

Texas inmate (Connally Unit

1.

Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? WWe are on a “precautionary” lock down now
because an officer here tested positive, for 14 days—before this—when we
went on quarantine status in the first or second week of march they were
allowing only 14 offenders into the day rooms at a time, and we were trying to
feed meals with 14 offenders in the chow hall at a time, but that wouldn’t work
because they couldn’t feed three meals to the whole farm in a 24 hour period.
Of course they can’t count during chow time. So social distancing sort of went
out the window—No they have stopped all the visitors and volunteers from
coming on the unit. The inmate head church services did implement “social
distancing”

Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection? WWe have
official “Hypochondriac” on my section (a section is 24 two men cells). He
convinced himself that he had the virus and complained about shortness of
breath and dry cough, although he couldn’t produce a fever. They isolated
him in infirmary and tested. His test came back negative, but for the 72 hours
it took to get the results the section was placed on quarantine. They brought
by masks for us to wear. We were loced up in our cells. No mail was allowed
to go out—no offender (inmate) janitors were allowed to come onto the
section—they turned off the phones, so they are taking the threat seriously. It
should also be noted that this unit—the Mark W. Stiles unit in Beaumont is
“the” HIV treatment unit. This is the unit they send anyone who is HIV
positive. It is also a medical unit, we have many cancer patients. So an
outbreak on this unit could be devastating!

Have inmates over the age of 65 or with underlying medical conditions been segregated
from the general population? Last week they called out offenders 65 or older and
issued face masks. This unit has 20 standalone dormitory buildings that
house 240 men each with 4-60 men sections. They have been in
construction, converting one of them into a hospice care facility. They stopped
construction and moved the inmates on to the buildings, there were only a



few inmates as the ground floor was still under renovation. Anyway, they
cleared the building out to bring in 85 “at risk” offenders from telford unit and
segregate them out there. They had all been tested, apparently there had
been an outbreak on telford.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? The
laundry has made a brunch of masks—the officers are required to wear
masks at all times—but they have not issued them to everyone yet—the ones
they passed out on my section for our 72 hours quarantine they came and
collected.

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? We are
now, as of April 15" on a 14 day precautionary lock-down because an officer
has tested positive. Now, if there are more positive tests it will be extended so
we may be down for a while.

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to reduce
overcrowding? They attempted to do this at first, but found that the unit could
not operate-of course now we are locked down.

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical staff cannot
deal with a problem? If an emergency arises, they will take an inmate to outside
Hosp. there are some veterans who do get VA med appointments related to
disability claims. They have contracts with University of Texas Medical Branch
for all off unit surgical procedures etc. but it is a teaching hosp. and the
graduate students perform the procedures...

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a medical
complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? Usually they are pretty prompt,
sometimes they are not. There is some leg time and waste in the procedure
that requires nurse-sick call who cannot do anything but refer to provider sick
call.

Postscript—on 4-17 they passed out two masks each—with no instructions. |
guess I'm responsible for keeping them clean, but have no way to sanitize.

Texas inmate (Boyd Unit)

Additional comments: To take coronavirus seriously in our UTMB Medical
Office. The same with cancer symptoms concerning UTMB Medical office. To have
doctors and PA, telled us the truth about our out came surgeries from their desks. Not
just anything to pacify us. While we here in this prison.

Texas Inmate (Hughes Unit)

Indeed, the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) is handling the
COVID-19 crisis very poorly.



Texas has the largest prison system in the entire nation, with over 95 units
(prisons), and over 100,000 inmates. 40% of those inmates are over the age of 50, with
pre-existing medical conditions, making them a high COVID-19 risk. Forty percent!!
Almost V2 of the entire prison population. Only a couple weeks ago | was listening to
N.P.R. News, and a Special Report on Texas prisons was being discussed. The TDCJ
spokesperson made it clear that inmates have an 8 times greater chance of contracting
COVID-19, because they live in a confined, close-contact environment. It was
expressed that because the virus was so insidious and new, a great concern on the
prison population was at hand. The spokesperson stated that COVID-19 would without
a doubt hit the prison system, but that it was taking precautionary steps to protect the
health and lives of all involved. It was asked what steps TDCJ would take should
inmates need treatment, beds, ventilator, etc. the spokesperson assured that the public
comes first (basically, inmates have to fight the virus off on their own and hope they
survive). Just a week after the aforementioned N.P.R. Special, | saw in the local T.V.
news station that “Coryell County” which has several prisons in its jurisdiction, including
Hughes Unit, the unit I'm assigned to, had its 1% positive case of COVID-19. A week
after that, it was 71. That number includes inmates.

Those inmates that have access to prison phones and are fortunate enough to
speak with their loved ones, in different counties, relate that prisons in their areas are on
“medical lockdown” due to COVID-19 positive cases. | understood some of those units
have over 100 positive cases, each. | also understand that TDCJ is disclosing the
numbers of each respective unit, through its tdcj.gov website, and those numbers can
be reviewed, and followed through the website.

By the way, my assigned unit was placed on “medical lock-down” today. |
understand it will last only 14 days. We will then be once again be subjected to, and
placed at great risk of, COVID-19. Officers, medical staff, and Administrative personnel
are NOT being tested coming into the Unit; however, they claim their temperatures is
being taken as the come in, to detect a fever or high temperature, as symptom of
COVID-19. But, the whole world knows that this procedure is now futile in light of the
fact that 25% of COVID-19 carriers exhibit no symptoms at all. The other 75% exhibit
symptoms 2-14 days later. During these 2-14 days, the spread of COVID-19 can and
will be spread in the prison to devastating proportions, before they are even aware that
they have COVID-19!! And what about the 25%, who are asymptomatic will a
temperature check protect the health and lives of all concerned?

Texas governor Greg Abbott said in a Special Report that Walgreens and other
private medical institutions were going to be accessible throughout the State of Texas,
with drive through 15 minute COVID-19 testing. If this is true, why not use this 15
minute tests on Officers, medical staff, and Administration personnel coming into the
prisons? | believe it is a matter of how much TDCJ is willing to pay for the tests. We
don’t know how much these tests cost, but because these are private institutions



providing the tests, surely there are costs and fees involved. No, let’s just take their
temperature. It's more cost efficient.

At the onset of COVID-19 in Texas, the TDCJ reacted with cancelling all
visitation. Alternatively, phones were being made accessible 24/7 so we could call and
check on our loved ones and vice versa. All outside religious volunteers were also
barred from entering the prisons as it is well established that if an inmate contracts
COVID-19, it will be from someone in the outside who brings it in. Additionally, inmates
were assigned to go around the unit and spray surfaces with a mixture of bleach and
water (mostly water). However, inmates are just that: inmates. Not all live by good
morals and principles. Hence, they either sold the bleach-water to other inmates or kept
it for themselves; replacing the spray bottles with just water. Eventually, Administration
realized what was happening and assigned an Officer to supervise the inmates
spraying. Nevertheless, the spraying was done only once a day, and even then, many
surfaces were and are being neglected. Dayroom table tops, dayroom benches and
stools, some rails, outside cell doors, and phones are the only items being sprayed.
What about shower areas, and small things such as dayroom fan cords, etc.? And is
once a day frequent enough? Officers come and go often and can reinfect all of the
above mentions places sprayed. We are told to wash our hands frequently and to
disinfect surfaces often. Obviously, spraying bleach-water once a day on surfaces is not
enough! And speaking of the instruction to disinfect our surfaces. With what? No
disinfecting solution is being provided, at all, to address the inside of our cell surfaces.

Another futile attempt to stop the spread of COVID-19 by the TDCJ was to
implement social distancing. The law library was closed and would bring legal material
to your cell door upon request; medical staff limited who they would see to cases
involving serious issues; dayroom and outside recreation was limited to fewer inmates
at a time. The chowhall was set up so that inmates were seated 6 feet apart. But let me
be clear: Those inmates that are serious enough to be seen by medical staff are placed
in a cage, where 6 feet apart is impossible; the chowhall seating is set up so that 4
people sit at the same table in a row of 5 tables. The only distancing is that the next row
is skipped, and the seating continues as described above; and although Dayroom and
outside recreation has been limited to fewer inmates, social distancing of maintaining 6
feet apart is not enforced. Often, inmates are wrestling, playing, fighting, etc. I've even
asked some of these careless inmates why do they not take serious, the seriousness of
COVID-19 and many feel it's fake news, not real, or just not that serious—just like the
flu. But, this attitude is a consequence of ho TDCJ is handling the crisis! Social
Distancing is not being enforced to the letter; disinfection is not being done with extreme
effectiveness, and inmates see this! Most inmates don’t know how to read or write, so
reading the newspaper, which would enlighten them as to the seriousness of COVID-19,
is out of the question: some are indigent and are too poor to buy a radio, which would
enlighten them through news stations; and some are just too skeptic to believe what the
T.V. news is broadcasting. Again, if TDCJ would treat this crisis more seriously, it would
make an impact on the inmates.



Another example is a week after COVID-19 hit Texas, officers, medical staff, and
administration personnel, were instructed by the warden to wear facial coverings at all
times. A week after that, officers have become so complacent that some wear the facial
coverings pulled down to their chin, or as a scarf around their necks; with no one to
enforce the rule. | once asked one of those complacent officers what was the purpose of
tying a facial covering around her head if she wasn’t going to wear it properly. Her
response to me was that she wasn’t worried of no coronavirus, and besides, the facial
coverings is too uncomfortable to wear. | was so disgusted by her response that in an
attempt to protect myself from these officers | went to my cell and made my own
makeshift facial covering, using a t-shirt. However, the first time | was seen with it by
another officer | was given a direct order to remove the facial covering. Only officers,
etc. are the only ones allowed to wear a mask. To date, and as of the writing of this
letter, this remains the rule.

On April 17, 2020, my assigned Unit was placed on “medical lockdown.” Seems
COVID-19 finally hit my side of the woods. Rumors are circulating that K-9 drug sniffing
dog had COVID-19 and passed it on, inadvertently, to other officers, initiating this
lockdown, in an attempt to confine the spread of the virus. Another rumor is that a
particular inmate was rushed to a local hospital (Scott White) for an undisclosed reason,
and came back with COVID-19. He was placed back in general population, initiating the
lockdown. What is certain, and from my own personal witnessing, is that a few cells
down from mine, a white old man has been sick for about a week now, with an extreme
case of fatigue, soiling himself, and throwing up all over the cell. He asked for medical
assistance and was actually seen by medical staff; however, it was obviously
determined that he did not have COVID19 because he was sent back to his cell. Later
that day, a white female Sergeant came with a yellow plastic bag, with “CONTAGIOUS”
written all over it; handed it to the old man and told him to place all of his clothes in it.
She left with the bag, but left him in the cell—with a cellmate. Now, as a precautionary
measure, both the old man and his cellmate should have been quarantined, instead of
left here with 46 other inmates, sharing showers, tables, etc., and in close proximity of
each other.

Yesterday, an officer was sent home because he was exhibiting the same
symptoms as the aforementioned old man, with the exception of soiling himself, thus far.
Perhaps, the fact that a colleague was sick, was more of a concern, and is the true
reason for the medical lockdown, to protect the health safety of co-workers. | guess this
matter could raise days of speculation, and in the end, as an inmate, I'll never know.
Our access to the prison phones are now denied, so not only can’t | check on my family
member’s welfare, and vice versa, but neither can | have them go online to the TDCJ
website and get an update of COVID-19 and its effect on the Hughes Unit.

In closing, | want to thank you for your interest in this very important matter
concerning COVID-19 in Texas prisons. | hope that this letter will shed some light on the
current pandemic in TDCJ, from an inmate’s perspective. Additionally, thank you for



placing me on the priority list to receive your catalog. Looking forward to checking it out!
©

Federal Inmate (FCI Victorville)

Additional comments: For the most part medical and dental is very proficient in
their normal duty. On 11/23/19 | slipped and tried to catch myself and ended up breaking
my left wrist. X-rays were taken that evening and | was seen by the doctor by
Wednesday. It took over 2 weeks for me to be seen by an outside doctor and he
recommended me to be sent to his office to have surgery. That took another 2-3 weeks
to be approved and finally they had to re-break and re-set the wrist and placed in a cast
for 4 more weeks. | was on worker’s comp for 3 months. Costs that could have been
avoided.

Texas Inmate (Estelle Unit)

Additional comments: Trump has already warned TDC about his not going to
fund. They are cutting back on our food and everything. They release more non-violent
offenders than violent ones. But what about the ones that been here like me, the last
three years. | been up 6 times. | could have been out 15 years ago. Now I'm 60 years
old having to face TDC officials bringing COVID-1 in. There is no escape. They should
release everyone that is due for parole and been here twenty years or more. That’s
what they were supposed to do in 2017.

Texas Inmate (Hughes Unit)

Additional comments: Texas prisons have recently imposed draconian
restrictions on our incoming mail. You may wish to investigate. Also, still nearly
impossible to get dentures, even for a guy with zero teeth, like me. We are routinely
bussed for up to 2 week treks to visit the hospital in Galveston.

Please work to expose the dysfunctionality of the Texas parole system. The
public is largely unaware of the horrible abuses of power perpetrated by this parole
board. Thank you for your work on these issues.

Texas Inmate (Hughes Unit

Additional comments: The corona virus is a terrible act of Mother Nature, | do no hold
the blame against the Texas prison system or the state of Texas.



| do feel as though the Texas prison system is doing their best to prevent the

inmates from getting COVID-19, if the inmates get the virus, the staff will get it also, and
T.D.C.S. cannot afford to lose any staff (quards) because they are already severel
understaffed.

| first went to prison in 1990 and things were very oppressive back then, a lot of

things have changed for the better in Texas prisons. There’s still a lot of things that need
improvement in here, but | believe things will change for the better, it just takes time.
Have a good day.

Federal Inmate (FCI Pekin)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the nationwide
coronavirus outbreak? They talk of social distancing, but nothing done for it

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves?
Cloth Masks to All

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? We
don’t have cells only cubes, but we are confined to unit

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? Meals delivered to us, no programming

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? Most times you’ll be all better
before they see you

16. Does your facility provide routine medical exams at least once a year? No, I'm listed
chronic care and have not in over 4 years been called for a check up

18. Does your facility provide optical exams at least once a year? Last eye exam | had,
| had to fill out a sick call for it and was charmed

19. Does your facility dispense medications that you need? No, they tell you to buy it
from commissary

30. Is your facility climate-controlled during the summer? Supposed to be, they often
will run the heat in summer, and air conditioning in winter

33. Has your facility recently made liquid hand sanitizer freely available to inmates? No,
we got soap dispencer



Additional comments: This institution is the worse, any officers that can’t work at a lot
of prisons get sent here. Mailroom staff will throw mail away, food service regularly short
us on our food. Officers smoke on compound and around inmates. | can’t even come
close to listing all that the staff here does to inmates.

Arizona Inmate (ASPC Eyman Unit)

Good morning, Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to participate in your survey.
The first thing that must be understood is prisons has no interest in criminal justice
reform. This is more of a monetary system than a penal system with so many politicians
and public officials profiting off prison incarceration. The aging criminal justice system is
exploited by career-minded politicians and equally ambitious career-minded
prosecutors. This system remains as one of the most inhumane, archival and purposely
outdated systems in the country. Ours are not prison ID numbers, but instead what we
have are merely product inventory numbers. The difference between D.O.C. inventory
and most other types of inventory is that DOC doesn’t believe in rotating its stock. They
prefer to keep their stock warehoused until it expires. Mr. Hubbard | have been
incarcerated for fifteen years. It has been a fifteen year struggle against a corrupt
system that has instilled its legitimacy behind outlandish legislation. Sir, while | fully
admit that sainthood is not in my future, | can honestly state that neither am | the devil’s
advocate. Through my writing, | am still trying to have a voice.

Wisconsin Inmate (Oshkosh Unit)

Additional comments: | believe all staff schools require masks all the time. Inmates
that are sick go to seg with no property.

Texas Inmate (Jordan Unit

Additional comments: we have recently went on lockdown due to COVID-19. Before
this only the CQO’s wore face masks. TDCJ does not give a fuck about us, we are being
fed sack lunches for all 3 meals. Which leaves us still hungry afterwards.

Federal Inmate (Unit Unknown)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Yes, except we live in 10 man cubes with 4 feet
between bunks.

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? Most of
UNICOR still works Some of the food service, facilities when a repair is required.



16. Does your facility provide routine medical exams at least once a year? Only for chronic
care

27. Are conditions in common use areas such as dining halls, restrooms, and showers
generally clean and hygienic? General yes. Twice in a 24 hour period

28. Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? Only on ground
floors.

Additional comments: It seems FCI Engle wood are bent on infecting all they can, on
4-16-20 all of UNICOR was consolidated into one unit, this required about 240 #people
to move to a new bed/housing unit. We were initially “locked-down” on 4-1-20 but
UNICOR was still going to work, leaving their housing unit and mingling with others from
another H/U’s ( housing units), not very effective quarantine in my opinion.

Idaho Inmate (ISCC Unit)

Additional comments: certain case managers do not implement critical paperwork for
people getting ready to be released that need or require halfway house which should
start being processed 18 months of release. I’'m one of those people who need halfway
house and cannot get it here in Florida because of my charge of viewing and trading
child porn. (I'm by no means proud of what | did and regret it every day.) Anyway, | need
my team people to process the paperwork to change my address (release) to
Rochester, NY. | have 13 months left.

Texas Inmate (Polunsky Unit)

Additional comment: | greet you in the name of Jesus Christ this morning in the only
name that has the powers to move, heal, deliver, forgive, redeem, provide, protect,
restore, and reconcile! My Lord and savior Jesus Christ amen. How are you doing?
Hopefully everyone there are practicing social distancing and staying home.

Texas Inmate (Stiles Unit)

Additional comments: #15: How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can
see you, if you have a medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? 2 days to set
that “sick call” back stating that you will be layed-in. 2-4 days to see them.

#21: Does your facility offer hormone therapy to transgender inmates? yes transgenders
inmates got hormone therapy and shots. While non-transgender inmates that have a



chronic gum disease (Parodonel) and lose teeth can not get false teeth or paroles.
Thank you for letting us fill this out.

Pennsylvania Inmate (SCI Huntingdon)

Additional comments: | just received this survey on the 22nd of April! This prison isn’t
going to release anyone, that has the virus; even if the convict is the old or sick. This
prison has mostly Lifers! | myself is a lifer and I'm 82 years of age. | ask to have my
sentence to be commuted to life on parole but was turned down despite my medical
condition. | thank you for the survey. Respectful.

Pennsylvania (SCI Mahanoy)

The staff are supposed to wear masks too, yet often don’t. However, they are our point
of contact, the ones we would get COVID-19 from. SCI Phoenix has had multiple cases
of COVID-19 there. So far they’re the only State Prison in PA to have problems. We're
allowed out our cells 45 minutes a day for showers, phone calls and rec. we have to
wear masks everywhere. We get 45 minutes of yard every 3 days. Everything is socially
distanced, 6 cells out at a time.

Texas Inmate (Michael Unit)

Does your facility provide routine medical exams at least once a year? Does your facility
provide dental exams and cleaning at least once a year? Does your facility provide optical
exams at least once a year? Questions 16-18 are given whenever you request them. The
main problem with healthcare here is the lack of quality of care and medication. | have a
chronic U. T. I. and the state won'’t let them get the right antibiotics. | received this server
today.

Texas Inmate (Michael Unit)

Additional Comment: 23. Have you ever sustained a serious injury such as a fall or a
bleeding wound while incarcerated? 24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you
receive prompt medical attention, or were you simply put back in your cell? #24: broke my
collar bone last June. Went to the local hospital 5 hours later only to get it reported
broken and given a sling to wear. A week later went to a different hospital for x-rays and
was set up for an operation a week later. Immediately after the operation | was sent
back to my unit and two weeks later went back to the hospital for more x-rays and to get
the sutures removed. After that | never saw medical again and no physical therapy.



Texas Inmate (Coffield Unit

Additional comments: this is an old unit of close to 5000 inmates, as I've stated. I'm
an Ad-Seg inmate to | really don’t see what goes on in population but we hear
things—thank you for the concern of us inmates.

Idaho Inmate (ISCI)

Additional comments: Look | got this 3 week after it as post marked. | am sending the
envelope with this. Also, our prison is so old fashioned that a lot of what goes on here is
biased. A lot of our activities are focused on what athletes prefer. Like sports and weight
lifting there is barely any activities for those of us who like videogames or chess or other
brain needing activities. There is barely anything for those who need mental health help.
Barely anything for those who can’t pay. Our commissary prices are ridiculous. For
example a top ramen by itself costs .41 cents without tax. Our food menu is also stupid.
We are served oatmeal that on the packaging says “not for human consumption”. We
are paid at most commonly .40 cents an hour even for work that is absolutely essential.
Our right to freedom of expression is commonly abused as if we order something lie
comics and it has nudity, even though we did not know or ordered it just for storyline,
etc. it is confiscated. Our mail is commonly misdelivered.

Federal Inmate (US Penitentiary Tuscon)

Additional comments: How would you rate the quality of medical care in your facility
overall? #11...our medical is good but our dental is not. Some people have been waiting
5 years of dentures. | personally have been waiting 4 years for fillings. Also | just got
this letter today on April 20" on the same day you needed it back. | hope you can still
use it.

Pennsylvania Inmate (SCI Huntingdon)

..you asked about the condition of the jail—its in bad shape. There is no ventilation on
the blocks, while means there’s no central air. In the summer the blocks got extremely
hot. Especially on the 4" tier where I'm at. Also we have no individual shower stalls just
one big shower room that we share with 2 other blocks (CB + D) A, B, and E share
another shower room between A and B block. F has its own shower room located
downstairs where they share it with FB. The shower rooms are in bad shape as well.
The shower rooms are in bad shape as well. The shower heads are always broken and
there’s constant flooding in CA showers. F showers have black mold. All of the shower
rooms are cleaned with bleach once a week. The kitchen area is infested with roaches.
The vegetable prep room is located right next to the bathroom stalls which sit directly
across from the trash room. As for medical, there aren’t enough staff and resources to



properly take care of everyone. This prison houses about 2000 prisoners and medical
isn’t very big. In the main room there’s only two beds. If they needed more there’s three
more beds available in the observation cells, and that’s if no one threatened to harm
themselves that day. | broke my ankle and fibula on January of this year playing hockey.
It happened on a Friday. | couldn’t get an x-ray until Monday. The whole weekend | had
to walk around on a broken leg. The nurses had no idea that it was broken. They gave
me a soft cast and ace bandages to wrap up my leg. | didn’t go out to see a specialist
until sometime in March. By this time my fibula had already healed and | was walking
without crutches. All in all this jail is a bad spot to be. If you check the website CA block
along with a few other blocks are listed as condemned. | don’t know how this place
passes inspection every year. Well, | hope | could give you a lil insight into what it’s like
for us in this particular jail.

Pennsylvania Inmate (SCI| Houtzdale)

Additional comments:Do you currently have a chronic medical condition such as
diabetes or arthritis that requires regular medication or care? #31 Do you currently have a
chronic medical condition such as diabetes or arthritis that requires regular medication or
care?, | have arthritis in my lower back, shoulders, left hip and knees. My knee and
ankle braces (not metal) were taken upon my entering home jail and | was told | did not
need them. | have also not received the Mobic that | used to be on. | have been down
since 2011. They still ignore me or tell me to buy pain pills on commissary. So you see,
just a little bitter toward medical.

Florida Inmate (Walton Correctional Institution)

Additional comments: D.O.C. did not take any precautions until last week. The officers
here do not take the threat of mass contagion/corona virus outbreak seriously. They
constantly remove their mask while around the inmate population potentially infecting
us. They fail to ensure at least a minimum of 3-foot separation of inmates. In short, |
fear for my wellbeing and my life if corona virus gets into Marion C. I.

Idaho Inmate (ISCC)

My cellie and good friend is a transwoman who is consistently mistreated or ignored by
staff. This is said transwoman. My male name/dead name is Shawn Liaze. My
female/true name is Sarah Marie Scott. | have on multiple occasions attempted to cut
off the waste between my legs with a razor blade and was told that they think | did this
for attention. Also | have been refused the female hormone therapy based off my



charge. Also the head doctor named Dr. Walter Campbell stated due to my charge | do
not meet GD criteria.

Arizona Inmate (ASPC Unit)

Additional comments: 1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing”
procedures in response to the nationwide coronavirus outbreak? | have waited 1 year to
have an EEG for body twitches. Now, they want me to get another consult from an EEG
and not the EEG itself, yet.

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection? |
am also waiting to be sent out for a cat scan for a large bum in my armpit.
Medical aware for several months.

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? | am also waiting
to be sent to a dermatologist for a body rash falsely diagnosed as scabies twice,
since April 2017. So far, crudely diagnosed as Eczema.

Federal Inmate (Unit Unknown)

Additional comments: The BOP has been proactive concerning the virus, | do feel
they could have acted sooner. We went on modified operations in mid-March. This
included units being kept apart during recreation, meals, limiting the amount allowed in
education and library. Then on April 1% we went on lockdown nationwide. We are
allowed out M, W, F to use phones, email, shower, clean our class etc. the BOP has
made phone calls free for us at this time so everyone can call their families. They have
provided face masks and cleaning supplies. So any books we can get will more than
ever be appreciated. Oh we are on lockdown till May 18" the last | heard.

Texas Inmate (Clements Unit)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Only started social distancing in the last week
of March. And this was only for offenders.

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection?
I've heard the number of cases in the unit is 13. But have no way of knowing for
sure. They keep us in the dark.

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? At least none
that I've heard. | would like to hoe they tested the ones showing respiratory
symptoms.

4. Have inmates over the age of 65 or with underlying medical conditions been
segregated from the general population? Once again not that | know of. And im



sure | work have heard. For one | have Parkinson’s. Second, there is a man a
few doors down that ust fought cancer. And he is still here.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? Up
until April 14" it was only staff. However on 14 April they handed out homemade
masks to any offenders.

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? Everyone got Johnnie sacks in their cells. However
showers are cells 1-12 one day, 13-24 the next.

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? 2
inmates/offenders per cell and 48 inmates per section. 3 sections per pod. 3
pods for every building.

9. Has your facility recently released inmates early to reduce overcrowding? Not that
we heard of and that would be big news. Especially here in Texas where they
hate to let anyone go.

10./

11. How would you rate the quality of medical care in your facility overall? If there was
anything lower then very poor | would choose it. That is state wide I'm afraid. |
have Parkinson’s and I've been to medical on three different units. It's horrible all
the way across Texas.

12.How would you rate the quality of medical care you received prior to being
incarcerated? However in the world | almost never need doctors.

Additional comments: They told me a few years ago | have Parkinson’s. and started
me on carbidopal 25/100, Carbidopa/LDopa 50/200mg and Amantadine. The meals are
great and work amazingly. But even to this day No one has educated me on what P.D. is
what is going to happen etc. the little I've learned was from two books from two free
book companies. One was very old book called “An Essay on the Shaking Palsy” by
James Parkinson. It was not very helpful and a little confusing. The second “Navigating
life with Parkinsons Disease” by Sotirios A Parashes MD, PhD. Very good book but still
left a million questions unanswered. And they will not answer questions here. Nor will
the TDCJ Neurologist. This will help you understand the care we get in Texas prisons.



Florida Inmate (Unit Unknown)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Initially, all contact visitations were cancelled,
followed by banning entry to all social volunteers and all but “essential” staff. All
programs and classes were cancelled (until further notice) education, vocation,
general and law library, chapel programs and classes, recreation activities. The
dining area of our chow hall consists of 6 rows of about 12 4-man stainless tables
on both the north and south wings. To facilitate social distancing we were told to
sit 2 to a table only facing eachother. Hilarious! Going to and from the chow hall
for each mean we still went, in order, by dorm, in single files one behind the other
and certain guards were still wont to say “tighten up that line!”. Meaning of course
to maintain close intervals.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? We
are not allowed gloves. Staff is required to be masked ans gloved and are tested
upon entry every shift so they say. Our facility laundry manufactured masks from
heavyweight uniform cloth and issued 2 per inmate—wearing one is optional, or
upon the request of a staff person with whom one is interacting.

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? We are
almost all in open bay dormitories, 3 per “complex” and initially were confined to our
complex. As the virus spread to each dorm we became confined to our dorms.
Eventually that was erased somewhat so that we were allowed 30-45 minutes outside in
the courtyard daily. The rest of the time we are locked into our respective open-bay
dorm, with unrestricted movement inside.

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? Each open
bay dorm consists of 2 wings with 18 double bunks around 3 walls of a 44’x44’ open
room and 5 rows of 2 each single bunks in the center, housing a total of 46 inmates.
Each wing has its own bathroom, consisting of 4 toilets, 2 urinals, 4 sins and 6
showerheads in the gang shower area. One extra sink provides hot water for beverages
and food. Located between the wings a tv/day room with 3 each 4-man benches, 2 ea
3-man benches and 2 stainless dining hall style 4-man-tables. Also included are 2 ay
kiosks, a tablet charging station, 2 wafer fountains, a flat screen DVD enabled tv, and
the unused officers overview/storage office space. The capacity of the room is listed as
19 but bench/table seating allows of another 10-12. Roaming access is usual. The
double bunks are spaced such that each of us has 5 neighbors within 3 feet. (Just
recently a week prior to this the admin instituted “staggered sleeping”: each inmate must
sleep facing opposite direction from each of his closest neighbors)

16. Does your facility provide routine medical exams at least once a year? according to
FLDOC'’s own rules, inmates 50 yo and over are to receive an annual medical exam. I'm
now 76 and have not had one for the last 2 years—so far.



17. Does your facility provide dental exams and cleaning at least once a year? Annual
dental exams/screenings and cleaning only if the inmate requests to be placed on a
“dental plan”. Up until 2018, FLDOC contracted dental provider fulfilled this contractual
obligation very, very well. Since 2018, the current contractor will honor this obligation
one time for one year, then insist you must wait a year before being allowed to
re-subscribe. Also, prior to that, the dental plan required only a one time co-pay. Now
the plan requires a copay for each and every visit.

18. Does your facility provide optical exams at least once a year? An annual optical exam
was formerly a part of our annual physical exam. No the exam has been replaced with a
screening, which consists of reading the standard 20-ft eye chart only. My burgeoning
cataract has not been examined in 3 years.

26. Is your prison commissary adequately stocked with common over-the-counter
medications and personal hygiene needs? Our privatized commissaries carry only one
OTC medication—now aspirin Tylenol, a 4 pack—and several how cost and generally
ineffective personal hygiene items. Toothbrush are no longer sold, nor are shaving
accessories except for magic shave (a grossly overpriced 6 oz. tube)

28. Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? The last facilities |
have been in since 2018 have each been infested with cockroaches and ants both in
the living areas and the chow halls, in the food re areas. Rodents are infesting 2 of the
3: mice, rats, and squirrels.

That concludes my comments on your survey questions. It appears from inside that if
coronavirus (covid19) could have been kept out of prison we would have been
significantly safer that the general public—which, in reality, was wishful dreaming. Once
inside it can spread like a California wildfire even if drastic measures are taken,

#1A. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? our dining areas in the chow hall are shut down.
Inmates working food prep very early on contracted the virus. The admin combatted that
by shifting worker populations around as eventually dorm after dorm was quarantined
and locked down until finally even guards were needed to fulfill requirements. For the
last 3 weeks all meals have been delivered to each dorm—Ilately, by guards. Breakfast
is at 8:30-9:30 am; lunch 3-4 pm; and dinner may be delivered 9-11 pm! What a
schedule.

Texas Inmate (Estelle Unit)

There really is no social distancing. Elope still get to walk around. There is a guy
standing on the run talking to someone in the cell over.

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? We are packed in the shower 40-50 at a time.



2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection? 1
guard and 1 inmate died and we are under quarantine that begins anew (14
days) every time someone catches the virus. This is the second time it's
restarted. We began distancing about two or three weeks ago, but we would get
bundled in at chowtime in the chow hall and shower time in the showers.

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? I'm only
assuming on that on.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves?
Masks are made of cloth and offer no real protection. No gloves have been passed
out. None have been given to me. I've seen some officers wear them.

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? They
call it lockdown but during ill windows you have people walking around everywhere and
hanging out in the dayroom.

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? Showers only. Rest of the time we are supposed to be locked
down.

9. Has your facility recently released inmates early to reduce overcrowding? People are
still being released, but not more than usual.

11. How would you rate the quality of medical care in your facility overall? This is the
way it always is. I've had cancer (a tumor on my head), now | have a lump on my head
they won’t check. When | get sick | cough up blood. They haven'’t treated me for that. |
get nose bleeds. They say drink more water. | get migraines, that isn’t being treated.

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical staff
cannot deal with a problem? You have to be dying to get any action and if you die, they
cover it up. Im not being bitter or trying to get back at these people. Truth is true. From
what I've seen these last ten years, this is their standard operation procedure. They are
to be blamed for nothing because they are perfect.

17. Does your facility provide dental exams and cleaning at least once a year? I've been
waiting since October of last year since they measured my gums.it was about 7 or eight
months before that that | had a cleaning. They haven’t seen me this year yet.

18. Does your facility provide optical exams at least once a year?You have to request a
visual exam, they give you the runaround. I've been locked u 1 years 8 months and
have gotten new glasses 3 times.

21. Does your facility offer hormone therapy to transgender inmates? I’'m not sure on that
one, but the two transgender people | know said no.



22. Does your facility make condoms available either free or for purchase? LMAO, ROFL
[=laughing my ass off, rolling on floor laughing]

24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you receive prompt medical attention,
or were you simply put back in your cell? | got my gall bladder taken out 1-27-20. | was in
so much pain | got out of my cell when they opened the doors and had to be a Lt. to go
to medical. He said yes and on my way a Sgt, tried to make me go back to my cell. | got
to the infirmary they made me wait a couple of hours to be seen, (this is at about 1 am
in the morning, and nobody was in the infirmary). | get in to be seen by the nurse and
she is upset with me for wasting her time until | started throwing up bile. | had to be 911
to Huntsville Memorial Hospital. Less than nine hours and a lot of tests | was operated
on and told warranty on my gall bladder had expired and it had to go.

25. In your opinion, do some prisoners fake illness or injury just to get attention or to avoid
doing something they don’t want to do? Yes they do and that messes it u for people who
really need help. Again, experience.

27. Are conditions in common use areas such as dining halls, restrooms, and showers
generally clean and hygienic? Chow hall smells like raw sewage and there is (or was)
standing water from the drain in the serving line and in the prep area and where we eat.
They failed the ACA inspection last time and a few years back the Health Dept. showed
up and they didn’t even use soap to clean the trays.

28. Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? | don’t think the
roaches or the mice see it as a problem since they are pretty well fed. | quit eating the
cornbread because of the mouse droppings. | would quit eating the food because I've
found roaches in the food, but that’s just extra food.

30. Is your facility climate-controlled during the summer? Actually, I'd say yes because
they want it to be hotter than hell because we are supposed to be punished | mean if
the temperatures in the middle of summer are 132 degrees on the top run and they put
fans to bring the tem to 122 degrees and then let you buy an extra fan so the temp is
about 115 degrees all your doing is blowing around hot air. When are they actually
doing something about the unbearable heat. Do they think they did something because
only 10 people fell out each day instead of 20 or 257?

31. Do you currently have a chronic medical condition such as diabetes or arthritis that
requires regular medication or care? | say yes, but they don’t treat me.

32.Did you have this condition before being incarcerated? Only the cancer, | started
coughing up blood and nosebleeds about 4 years ago.

33. Has your facility recently made liquid hand sanitizer freely available to inmates? LMAO,
ROFL [=laughing my ass off, rolling on floor laughing]



Indiana Inmate (Pendleton Correctional Facility)

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? A
handkerchief, tie-dyed only

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? 2 per cell, 32
cells per pod. 16 cells at rec per day.

12. How would you rate the quality of medical care you received prior to being
incarcerated? Denying all offenders any type of antacid medications even after Dr.
ordered Pepcid for many. | do get Prilosec most get nothing.

13. Did you have medical insurance prior to being incarcerated? US Navy

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical staff
cannot deal with a problem? 2/4/19-My botched surgery at St. Vincent’s in Anderson, IN.

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? Minimum 2-4 days.

23. Have you ever sustained a serious injury such as a fall or a bleeding wound while
incarcerated? Yes, broken (R) ankle 8/18/2014, at WVE.

24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you receive prompt medical attention,
or were you simply put back in your cell? No, made to wait 1 hour to be seen as

31. Do you currently have a chronic medical condition such as diabetes or arthritis that
requires regular medication or care? Yes, seizures

33. Has your facility recently made liquid hand sanitizer freely available to inmates? None.
Yet, their facilities memo cites it's accessible on each pod, but none ever is even
brought in.

*my ankle blew up at WVE (Carlisle, IN). Then 2+ weeks to see Dr. then Dr. suggested
emergency surgery, but was denied. Ankle was a clean straight break.

Federal Inmate (USP_Coleman?2)

Things here are as to be expected in the midst of all the concerns around the epidemic.
| was shocked that for the first two weeks of our in unit quarantine that not one of our
guards wore a mask. Only last night did they start, on a mandatory order by
(supposedly) the Complex Warden. My chances of survival, if | were to contract the
virus, would be slim as | fit all of the earmarks of high risk...diabetes, heart problems,
age, asthma, and weakened immune system. Let’s hope that it doesn'’t hit here.



Texas Inmate (Smith Unit)

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection? 7
suspected

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? No swab test

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? No
gloves

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? Or
Rotation cell block

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? | am in a 2 man sigh cell, forces us to shower together.

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? 2 man cell
with open showers

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? 12 days

24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you receive prompt medical attention,
or were you simply put back in your cell? Yes but they wrote me up

27. Are conditions in common use areas such as dining halls, restrooms, and showers
generally clean and hygienic? Yes but the job could be better

31. Do you currently have a chronic medical condition such as diabetes or arthritis that
requires regular medication or care? Yes, arthritis | have

Additional comments: In 1994-1998 | was given medical boot due to my bad back feet
and knees. Now, new charge 2002-2020. They won’t give me the boots, that have taken
all medical restrictions that | had in the past and for me to climb up on the top bunk even
though | have no “lifeing” over 20 pound due to the still plate in my right wrist that | got
here in the TDCJ in 1997. Gang bangers tossed me off a 3™ row tear to kill me but only
broke bones in my face and right wrist!

Texas Inmate (McConnell Unit

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? 2 per table in chowhall and 6 feet from others walking
in the hallways



2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection? 13
other prisons are on lockdown due to the virus

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? March
25, 2020

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? 5 people in the Sally Port at one time going to or from anywhere

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? cell=2; 48
per section; 3 sections per pod total 144 inmates

Arizona Inmate (ASPC Eyman)

Dear Foundation:

I’'m about to complete 18 of my 20 year sentence for “Involving A Minor In A Drug
Offence” see Ariz. Revised Statute 13-3409 plus being as he as 13; under 16—, they
included D.C.A.C.DAN. gerous crime against children). With the DCAC it’s 13 mid, 20.
Presuming or 27 aggravated offences. | got the 20 year presumitive. Freaking unreal
isn't it? That's what | get for moving to Arizona!!

| lost a brother to cancer at 44. Lost my sister at 50 years old and my mother’s in
hospice care. | missed so much from smoking marijuana with a 13 year old. SUCKS.

On to your COVID article, we’ve lost about 8-20 people to COVID-19. Most were older.
Some were friends. We've had countless others infected. In sept. 2020 they gave us
mask, cut up sheets with bra straps! Worn out and falling apart. We’ve had several
officers out with COVID. They finally tested all of us in January followed by lots of
people getting moved around into COVID/non-COVID runs. Our “runs” (dorms) are 72’ x
20’ double bunked (designed for 24, holding 46). Severe overcrowding. Each cubica is
6’ x 6’ for 2 people, within 6 feet there are 5 people around me. If one gets sick, we all
do. In March 2020 gov. Ducey (correction: Gov Doug Douchebag), went on tv ounding
his fist saying “I will not release any criminals before their time.” What an asshole.
Anyhow I'm in poor health with a myriad of health issues. | hope I live 2 more years and
get out at age 59 before the lack of care kills me. I'm 57 now and when | came in at 39 |
was very healthy. Enclosed is the religious survey Please let me know the over all
results.

Texas Inmate (Unit Unknown)

Any additional comments:



The Texas prison system medical dept (UTMB, TX Tech Health Sciences). Routinely
takes inmates money and then denies them medical assistance.

Texas Inmate (McConnell Unit)

Any additional comments:

In mid-March, the administration began to clean the pods a bit more a bit more often,
sometimes with bleach. This is essentially the totality of the prophylactic measures
instituted to date. In a somewhat amusing turn o events, officials have “discovered” their
supplies of bleach have run out, largely because the trustees have been selling the
bleach at a rate on par with illegal narcotics. It's not that several hundred pounds have
disappeared, it's that we, the inmates, realized that the system was not going to handle
this business in an effective manner , and bought the supplies we would need to ensure
our own survival. There’s a lesson in there about how prisoners in Texas are trained to
view authority, one that I think certainly explains some of the recidivism one finds in this
state. There are no disorders here, only adaptive behaviors—even radical selfishness.

Texas Inmate (Hightower Unit)

Dear Sir/ma’am,

In response to your recent survey | must inform you that this place, like many others, is
not prepared for any kind of outbreak. Not to long ago | went to the infirmary along with
a few others that had some kind of flu. They gave us allergy medication and non-aspirin.
If at any time the coronavirus would enter this institution it would/ could not be stoped.
The guards were ordered to wear masks and occasional bleaching occurs, but these
people have no idea what they are doing.

Any additional comments: Question 11: How would you rate the quality of medical care in
your facility overall? I've been locked up for 30 years flat 8 prison medical treatment has
always been poor & inadequate.

This goes for question #15 also...> How many days do you have to wait before medical
staff can see you, if you have a medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? *But
how they will respond to a coronavirus case | do not know how good their care & fast it
will be cause there has been no cases at this unit/facility.

Question #14: Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison
medical staff cannot deal with a problem? If a unit can not take care of the medical issue
& it's “emergency” they will transport prisoners to a hospital or medical center.



Texas Inmate (Hughes Unit)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Yes as much as they can

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection?
None

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? No= have not
heard of anyone requesting.

4. Have inmates over the age of 65 or with underlying medical conditions been
segregated from the general population? No=but 65 & older are no being issued
masks.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves? 1=
only to prison staff & prisoners 65 & older.

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus?
There is limited out of cell time & distancing prisoners.

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you? my
housing is single cell, but most are 2 person cells.

10. If you answered the last question with 1 or 2, which group would you say was most
likely to be released early? only purple is going to release prisoners in Texas

11. How would you rate the quality of medical care in your facility overall? 1 & 2. I've
been locked up for 3 years flat & prison medical treatment has always been poor &
inadequate. But how they will respond to a corona virus case | do not know how
good their care & fast it will be cause there has been no cases at this unit/ facility.

12. How would you rate the quality of medical care you received prior to being
incarcerated? 5= in the free world.

13. Did you have medical insurance prior to being incarcerated? 0= no | was 18 when |
got locked up.

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical
staff cannot deal with a problem? if a unit can not take care of the medical issue & its
emergency, they will transport prisoners to a hospital or medical center.

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? 3 days at least < most times
longer | do not know how long it would take for someone to be seen if they complain
now about coronavirus symptom; my unit has not has any cases.



24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you receive prompt medical
attention, or were you simply put back in your cell? | received treatment but not
“‘promptly.”

27. Are conditions in common use areas such as dining halls, restrooms, and showers
generally clean and hygienic? now they are due to the virus; but before no, they were
not.

28. Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? yes, very bad.

29. Is your facility adequately heated during the winter? 0 & 1 sometimes, but a lot of
area don’t get heated.

30. Is your facility climate-controlled during the summer? 0 & 1, certain buildings &
areas are

Massachusetts Inmate (Old Colony Correctional Center)

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Social distancing has been implemented by
inmates being locked down as of this writing since April 4" 2020 with a half hour
daily for shower and phone calls.

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection?
One month ago and inmates in our unit went outside hospital for surgery. When
he got back he was held in the Hsu when he came back to the unit he said there
were three inmates in the HSU as presumptive positives for COVID-19

Other medical issues to cover

we are all aware of the health risks concerning obesity weight loss surgery gastric
bypass etc are now routinely covered by insurance and Medicaid is it or shouldn't it
be covered by prison healthcare?

Federal Inmate (Unit Unknown)

The contents of this envelope is the result of passing your healthcare and
COVID-19 survey to various inmates in our unit at FCI Elkton.

Unfortunately, we did not receive the survey until the 20" due to the COVID-19
shutdowns lockdowns and low staffing. To that end | hope you can still make use of
this data if we can provide any additional information or help you further your
research using FCI Elkton’s setting and environment please contact us as you may



know, Elton, Oakdale, and Danbury were hit with the COVID-19 health crisis early
among prisons. One of my friends contracted the virus about 3 /2 weeks ago and
subsequently passed away. We’'re in different units, segregated from each other, so
| was just informed of this, 20 days after it occurred.

Since the beginning, the Elton administration and staff has implemented
procedures to minimize risk based on what information was made available to them
and the general public at that time period in my opinion, the staff and medical staff
has found that on a day-to-day basis, the needs of the compound can be
adequately met. However, in a true widespread emergency, typical staffing and
complacency and certainly standard procedures are woefully unprepared,
inadequate and under-supported

Thank you for your effort in collecting meaningful and vital data hopefully, positive
changes in the system can be made as we all learn from this unprecedented
experience

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to
the nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Yes social distancing is in effect, outside
of the unit

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection?
yes Elkton FCI has approximately 40 inmates and 30 staff tested positive or
are active cases as of April 18" 2020, and seven deaths.

3. Has your facility been testing inmates with swabs for coronavirus? only inmates
with a fever and exhibiting other COVID symptoms.

4. Have inmates over the age of 65 or with underlying medical conditions been
segregated from the general population? No, inmates over 65 have not been
segregated based solely on age.

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves?
All inmates have been given two disposable and two cloth masks. New unit
CO’s Rarely wear them

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus?
Everyone is confined to the unit and side except for meal pickup, one unit side
at a time on the compound.

7. Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or showering to
reduce overcrowding? Yes they have done this from the beginning, staggering
meal pickups.

8. How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you?
Cubicles hold two to three inmates. We are approximately 500 inmates over
designed capacity with so many three man cubes.

9. Has your facility recently released inmates early to reduce overcrowding? Only
those due for release within three weeks.

10. If you answered the last question with 1 or 2, which group would you say was
most likely to be released early? Those closest to their release date. Initially, 40



inmates were told they were being quarantined for 14 days and then would be
released. After only one week all but three were sent back to the unit and told
they were not going anywhere total psychological abuse!

11. How would you rate the quality of medical care in your facility overall?
Satisfactory medical care, incarcerated.

12. How would you rate the quality of medical care you received prior to being
incarcerated? Good medical care prior to incarceration new line always had
medical insurance

13. Did you have medical insurance prior to being incarcerated? Routinely, outside
specialists either come to the prison or inmates or taken out.

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical
staff cannot deal with a problem? “sick call” |s Monday Tuesday Thursday
Friday... any illness on Wednesday or weekends is only addressed if it is an
emergency

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? Yes, but routinely and
yearly checkups are only done for people on chronic care issues ongoing
health or long term health issues.

Federal Inmate (Unit Unknown)

At USP Marios, IL Inmates are either housed in a single cell like myself or in a three
man cell. Most housing units are three man cells. All cells have three people in
them. Our facility is locked down 22 hours per day. We are allowed out of our sales
for two hours a day Monday through Friday, to shower, e-mail and phone calls.
Commissary and food is delivered to cells. Lock down all day on Saturday and
Sunday. There is a quarantine unit reserved for anyone who gets the virus. All
inmate phone calls are free but are only 7 minutes long we are supposed to stay on
this lockdown until May 18™

E ral Inm nit Unknown

We are currently on 23 hour lockdown we are let out 1 %2 hours a day Monday
through Friday. To sit down, call home or e-mail. Saturdays and Sundays we are



locked down completely those days. It is very frustrating, | was moved out of my old
unit period to make room for the new arrivals. A whole housing unit 80 inmates to
random spots in the prison it was preferred housing we had to not get in trouble it's
all very frustrating when the only way the virus could get in is by staff. But they
make us jump hoops. | understand the whole world is struggling just with all this it
makes this even harder.

Oklahoma Inmate (LCC)

Re: #5 —Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable
gloves? masks are supposed to be mandatory, but staff sometimes doesn’t wear

#16 — Does your facility provide routine medical exams at least once a year? | am on
chronic care for high blood pressure so | get seen every six months. They are
supposed to do a physical every two years but they don’t. They did schedule
several last year when they had an audit coming up.

#19 — Does your facility dispense medications that you need? Sometimes they let us
run out of meds (like blood pressure medication) | filed a grievance about this, but it
was ignored.

#28 — Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? | killed a
cockroach in the chow hall where they hand out the trays

#30 — Is your facility climate-controlled during the summer? my unit is air conditioned
during the summer but is only unit that is.

| volunteer to sit in the Infirmary with inmates who are dying. They are left in the
Infirmary cell and ignored until they die. | am 68 years old if you have any questions,
please feel free to write.

California Inmate (Kern Valley State Prison)

As a California Shu inmate and with COVID-19 the guards puts the food on the
trays that feed us, though they only wear rubber gloves, no face coverings and they
talk over our food etc

Federal Inmate (FCI Fort Dix)

#26 — Is your prison commissary adequately stocked with common over-the-counter
medications and personal hygiene needs? | would ask for Excedrin, deodorant (non
antiperspirant), and Colgate total Crest complete. We have 4 antiperspirants



#29+30 — Is your facility adequately heated during the winter? Is your facility
climate-controlled during the summer? the single cells are not

The officers have an option to wear masks and can work as long as they are
symptom free. This has nothing to the asymptomatic.

Federal Inmate / FED-223

Inmates are not on locked down by cells but by units the small units hold 202
inmates larger | figure units 300 plus new line most staff still do not wear face mask
around inmates.

Federal Inmate / FED-103

1.

ok w

Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response
to the nationwide coronavirus outbreak? sort of we’re locked in housing
units with 200 men

Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus
infection? Yes one for sure, but there are rumors of a second

Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable
gloves? Twice but few guards wear them

Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the
coronavirus? We are confined to housing units with hundreds of other men.
Has your facility staggered shifts for daily activities such as dining or
showering to reduce overcrowding? We have no activities (recreation, etc)
How many other inmates share the same cell or dormitory room with you?
How many other inmates,,, | am in a two man room, but many aren’t in 14
man day rooms that are 30 feet by 14 feet exit list

Additional comments:

Staff travel in and out everyday, yet refuse to use PPE. Space they are the only ones
who can bring it in. Also we are so overcrowded that there’s absolutely no way to
socially distance. So it is coming (we already have two cases), and it will be bad.

Federal Inmate (EC| Seagoville)

| am in a federal prison dash we have been in general lockdown since April 1. At this
facility that means we are locked in our units but not in ourselves we are segregated



totally from other units dash except inmates from every building work add laundry,
commissary and food service as the separation is actually illusory.

Inmates have been issued masks; They are not wearing them. Staff are... generally.

Federal Inmate (FCIl Seagoville)

In the past two years, staff coverage has diminished, so outside medical trips are quite
limited period some men have waited four years for cataract eye surgery. | had one eye
done 1 V2 years ago still waiting for other eye. One is better than none I'm 72.

One man needed defibrillation. The unit available had dead batteries and that inmate
died.

Texas Inmate (Allred Unit)

General population inmates are treated better, fed better and receive better medical
care than safekeeping (LGBTI) inmates. Same with climate control living areas. A GP
inmate versus SK inmate with identical medications, heat restrictions, medical
conditions, age, etc; the capital GP inmate lives in A/C and generally better conditions. |
as an SK inmate I’'m lucky to have electricity to power my 14 year old CPAP machine,
denied medications | need for survival; Water and and cleaning supplies / vinegar for my
cpap humidifier. Have seen a nurse and promised a doctor but no doctor for over a year.
A .. prevents me from eating 98% of food in chow hall.

Texas Inmate (Allred Unit)

The state hasn’t provided hand sanitizer to the inmates. Only recently are 60 plus year
olds provided with masks. Guards wear them, two period social distancing is extremely
hard to do in the prison environment. Workers aren’t provided masks or gloves
(inmates). The inmates are taken off-site if need to be tested for coronavirus.

Texas Inmate (Allred Unit

1. Has your facility implemented any “social distancing” procedures in response to the
nationwide coronavirus outbreak? Six feet apart. The guards expect inmates to
abide that rule, while a lot of times they don't.

2. Has your facility so far experienced any suspected cases of coronavirus infection?
Not in this unit, but in others, yes.



4. Have inmates over the age of 65 or with underlying medical conditions been
segregated from the general population? Not in this unit

5. Has your facility distributed protective gear such as masks or disposable gloves?
Just yesterday (Tuesday) to inmates over 65, a mask cloth

6. Has your facility confined inmates to their cells in response to the coronavirus? 20
inmates at a time are allowed in the dayroom, about two weeks ago

13.

14. Does your facility take inmates to see outside specialists if the in-prison medical
staff cannot deal with a problem? And can take a long time

15. How many days do you have to wait before medical staff can see you, if you have a
medical complaint such as flu, nausea, or unusual pain? Three to five days, that’s
just for a nurse to examine one, and the nurse will refer you to see if P A which
could take another two to three days

16.

17. Does your facility provide dental exams and cleaning at least once a year? Yes but
it's hard to get them to actually put you in the list for an application

18.

19. Does your facility dispense medications that you need? A lot of times they
prescribe a medication that is not suitable for the problem one has

20. Does your facility offer mental health services? Yes but it's very poor and
inadequate

21.

22.

23. Have you ever sustained a serious injury such as a fall or a bleeding wound while
incarcerated? Back injury

24. If your answer to the last question was Yes, did you receive prompt medical
attention, or were you simply put back in your cell? | was forced to keep working
and when taken back to the building was denied medical attention on the spot
but told to submit a request to medical

25. In your opinion, do some prisoners fake illness or injury just to get attention or to
avoid doing something they don’t want to do? Especially in the mental department
to get medications to abuse them, personally or sell them. | myself don’t take any

26.

27. Are conditions in common use areas such as dining halls, restrooms, and showers
generally clean and hygienic? A lot of times they don’t provide the right or enough
cleaning agents, and when they do the inmates sell them

28. Does your facility have problems with insect or rodent infestation? But it's not too
bad in this unit

29. Is your facility adequately heated during the winter? Some cells are, some are
not, and seals on windows are broken

30.

31.Do you currently have a chronic medical condition such as diabetes or arthritis that
requires regular medication or care? High blood pressure and back pai



32.
33.



